McKinley Park, Brighton Park,
Gage Park

Southwest Side Neighborhood Bike Network

Neighborhood Taskforce Meeting #1
April 5, 2023




WELCOME!

> We want to have an open conversation about biking
and getting around your neighborhoods.

> We're here to listen to you.

......
VIEW




INTRODUCTIONS

> Name

> Organization

> What initiatives is your group working on?
> How can bicycling contribute to that effort?
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% of Streets with Bikeways

BIKING IN CHICAGO (by ™ Al
l

» There is a growing interest and need for bikeways

in several neighborhoods not well served by the
bike network

> Biking is a vital ingredient to building healthy, safe, vibrant places

> Biking won’t be a useful transportation option until

it provides convenient access to all the places people
want and need to go

No existing bike lanes within Brighton Park, Gage Park,
and McKinley Park B Over20%

B 15t020%
910 15%
Under 9%
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CHICAGO CYCLING STRATEGY

Building the best bike network in the country with an equitable
transportation system that provides people with mobility options
and is focused on keeping our most vulnerable users of the street
safe.

» A Connected Citywide Network of bike routes on key corridors which

cross barriers, connect neighborhoods, and serve regional destinations 4" I
(04

Chicago Cycling

otrategy

* GDOT Spring 2023
Chicago Department
of Transportation

> Focused on Local Trips to get people to meaningful destinations by
building connected bike networks in partnership with communities

> Providing Low-Stress Options to make everyday cycling safe & convenient
by prioritizing protected bike lanes and neighborhood greenways
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CHICAGO CYCLING STRATEGY

Planning our network at every scale Taking a holistic approach to building
an equitable system

Citywide —-—>
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CHICAGO CYCLING STRATEGY

Centering communities and focusing on an equitable process

» Each community has its own set of needs, contexts, and perspectives.

> Chicago’s bike network is not evenly distributed.

> Each neighborhood isin a 1. Growing Interest
different stage of network INTEREST
development. There is a growing

interest in biking in

. . . neighborhoods not well
> Partnering with neighborhoods served by bikeways

to build connected Neighborhood
Bike Network that best respond
to a community’s needs.
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2. Emerging Network

SOCIALIZATION
Biking becomes more
visible as facilities are
built and more people

try biking

net

3. Established Network

ENTHUSIASM
Biking grows in
popularity & utility as
the network becomes
more connected and
comfortable

SATURATION
Enhancing the
work to meet the

STRENGTHEN
Upgrade the bikeway
network

growing demand




NEIGHBORHOOD BIKE NETWORK PROGRAM

2021: Belmont Cragin, Austin & North Lawndale

> ldentified and are installing 45 miles of new bike
routes

2022: South Lawndale, Little Village & Marshall Square

> ldentified and are installing over 10 miles of new
bike routes

2023: McKinley Park, Gage Park & Brighton Park

Continuing south to expand and build a connected
network throughout Chicago
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Neighborhood Bike Network

e Before

e After



SOUTHWEST SIDE NEIGHBORHOOD TASKFORCE

This year and 2024
> |dentify bike routes to install in 2023 & 2024 (10+ miles)
> |dentify long-term projects (2025 and beyond)

> Develop other recommendations for making biking safe, convenient, and
appealing to the neighborhood

» Advise how we can engage residents on how these projects will benefit the
neighborhood

Who's not here that should be? Who should we make sure we engage?
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

> What does successful engagement with the community mean to you?

> What is the best way we can reach out to people in your neighborhood?
> How can we best reach out to young people?

> What community events is your organization leading or involved in?

> Who has been left out of previous conversations and how can we engage with
them?
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CURRENT ENGAGEMENT EFFORTS & PROGRAMS

SAFE Ambassadors
Learn to Ride Classes

> Adult & Children classes McKinley Park — begin in June

> In 2022, taught over 80 people how to ride a bike in
South Lawndale

Getting to School Improvements

> Thomas Kelly High School

E:;‘
It

4

Bike Chicago
> QOver 19,000 applications (2022)

> Brighton Park was 4th highest requested community
area

Divvy 4 Everyone (D4E)

> S5 one-time enrollment for qualifying residents
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ANTICIPATED TIMELINE

April July Summer/Fall

Taskforce Taskforce Taskforce
Meeting #1 Meeting #2 Meeting #3
Online Draft Begin
Survey Network Installing
(English & Map Short-Term
Spanish)

Projects

Community Engagement
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PERCEPTIONS OF BIKING

> What is the perception of biking in your neighborhood?
Why do you think that is?

> Who do you see biking in your neighborhood?
Why do they ride?

> Who do you not see biking in your neighborhood?
Why don’t they ride?
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CHALLENGES:
BARRIERS &
ACCESS

> What we’ve heard so far:
e Access over the shipping canal
* Archer Avenue
e Heavy truck traffic

e Poor condition of
infrastructure (streets &
sidewalks)

* Pollution/Air Quality
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NEIGHBORHOOD BIKE NETWORK

> What does a successful neighborhood bike network look like in your
neighborhood?

> How would a connected bicycle network benefit/impact your neighborhood?
> Would some groups benefit more than others? Who and how?

> Would some groups be impacted more than others? Who and how?

> How can that impact be mitigated/lessened?

> For those impacted, how can we involve them in the process?
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NEXT STEPS

> Let’s continue the conversation. We can email, talk on
the phone, or schedule a follow up virtual meeting

» We'll send a date for the second taskforce soon
> Online survey
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