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Rules for the Self-Certified 
Permit Application Program

The Express 
Permit Program

The Express 
Permit Program

Introduced November 2023

• 15 Guided worktypes

• Incorporating worktypes that 
were 100% paper 

• Scaffolding

• Small-Scale Solar PV Systems

Express Permit Program
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Repairs and Small Projects
• Communication Equipment
• Fence or Trash Enclosure
• Nonstructural Interior Work
• Masonry Work
• Mechanical Work
• Other (Emergency) Work
• Plumbing Work
• Reroofing
• Small-scale Solar
• Small Temporary Structure
• Window/Door Replacement

Administrative
• Administrative Change

Related to Other Permit
• Construction Trailer
• Scaffolding

Next Phase (late Spring 2024)
• Monthly Maintenance (EL/PL)
• Electrical
• Fire Alarm
• Sewer / Stormwater
• Porch Repair/Replace

Guided Worktypes

• Simple, targeted questions based on the work type

• $25 review fee

• Licensed contractor e-acceptance

• Redesigned permit certificate

• Inspections

Express Permit Program
Key Features
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If the permit application is submitted by expediter or 
property owner:

• All licensed contractors listed on application will be notified 
by email of the permit application

• Each contractor must click a link in the email to review 
application and accept or reject (no login required)

• Permit will not issue until all listed contractors have accepted 
(if rejected, permit applicant can revise)

Contractor E-Acceptance

Kelly recently received the following building violations
- Replace three 9 ft window lintels
- 3' parapet wall leaning with bulging bricks beneath it
- Infilling windows without a permit
What kind of permit does Kelly need?

Scenario 1
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Based on Scenario 1, what type of 
permit does Kelly need?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

Alex just purchased a two-unit apartment building. The building 
was built in 1910, each unit has existing radiant heating system 
and galvanized piping throughout. Alex wants to install central air 
in each unit and use the existing pantry in the kitchen as the 
mechanical room and add combo washer/dryer units in the 
bathrooms. No other floor plan alterations. 

What kind of permit does Alex need?

Scenario 2
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Based on Scenario 2, what type of 
permit does Alex need?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

The Cook County Administration Building is a 35-story office 
building. They would like to replace all exterior windows 
throughout the entire building. 

What kind of permit do they need?

Scenario 3
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Based on Scenario 3, what type of 
permit does Cook County need?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

Scenario 4

Jaime just bought a brick bungalow SFR in Jefferson Park. Jaime would like 
to replace a few missing roof shingles, replace all doors, windows, refinish 
floors, install new kitchen cabinets and countertop, patch, repair and replace 
about 950 sq ft of drywall, replace the broken furnace and condenser and 
replace the deteriorated rear wood porch (landing size is 10' x 5' and about 
4' from grade). 

What does Jaime need?
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Based on Scenario 4, what does Jaime 
need?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

Chicago.gov/permit
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Chicago.gov/permit

Chicago.gov/permit
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Chicago.gov/permit

expresspermits@cityofchicago.org

Audience Q&A Session

ⓘ Start presenting to display the audience questions on this slide.
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