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History of the ORT





Overall Strategy





Organization: Rush and UIC
Co-led by faculty 
from Colleges of 
Medicine and 
Nursing
Staffing evolved 
with time and 
needs
Coordinate site 
scheduling with 
CDPH and Rush 
University



Collaboration 



Key 
components 
of public 
health – 
academic 
medical center 
partnerships

CO-DESIGN STRATEGY INTERPROFESSIONAL 

BUILD IN FLEXIBILITY ENGAGE LEARNERS

GROW HEALTHCARE 
WORKER PIPELINE

FOCUS ON ADDRESSING 
ROOT CAUSES OF HEALTH 

EQUITY

NOTHING ABOUT US 
WITHOUT US/ALL TEACH 

ALL LEARN 
BIDIRECTIONAL 

LEARNING. 



Mpox response

• Over 9000 people 
vaccinated

• Partnerships with over 
ten community 
organizations

• Collaboration 
between Chicago Dept 
of Public Health, UIC, 
and RUSH



Expansion of 
Services 

• 2020-July 1, 2022: Focus on 
Covid-19 response in congregate 
settings

• July 2022-present

• COVID-19
• Influenza
• MPOX
• Shigella
• Ebola 
• MDRO testing



Looking to 
the future

Public health – academic medical 
center partnerships create  
infrastructure to rapidly respond to 
public health crises

Through collaboration, partnerships 
address root causes of health inequity

As educational institutions, academic 
medical centers grow the healthcare 
worker pipeline and develop future 
public health leaders
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