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DESIGN NARRATIVE

• The massing of the new development honors the historic bank building, while creating a 
bold new gesture, appropriate for our time.

• The historic Laramie Bank Building will be restored and reopened to the public with a new 
bank, café, Blues Museum, and business incubator space. It will be operated by a 
community board and profits will be reinvested into the neighborhood, building 
generational wealth.

• The vacant parcels will be redeveloped for 76 residential units, including a mix of 1, 2, and 3 
bedroom units. Shared social space will be available on each floor to foster community, 
and a roof deck will provide access to outdoor space.

• Between the two buildings, a lively plaza will be created, complete with a bosque, tiered 
seating and stage, stormwater garden, and café seating. The plaza will be enclosed with 
moveable perforated panels wrapped in art that celebrates the Austin community.

• The material palette includes warm-grey brick, bright metal panel, brise-soleils made of 
anodized aluminum perforated panels, and polychromatic window accents, referencing the 
pan-African colors of the Soul City Corridor.



COMMUNITY CONCERNS

• Concern 1
• Concern 2
• Concern 3
• Concern 4



PLANNING + DESIGN GUIDELINES

Austin Quality of Life 
Plan
Austin Coming Together, 
LISC Chicago

• Community Narrative
• Economic Development
• Education, Housing, 

Public Safety
• Youth Empowerment
• Civic Engagement

Neighborhood Design Guidelines
City of Chicago Department of Planning and 
Development, September 2020

• Design excellence across the City
• Sustainability
• Program Mix
• Site Design
• Public Realm
• Massing
• Facade

Laramie State 
Bank RFP
Invest S/W Austin 
Neighborhood, 
August 2020

• Site and Project 
Description

• Neighborhood 
Roundtable

• Community Wealth 
Building Strategies

Design Excellence 
Principles
City of Chicago Department 
of Planning and 
Development, September 
2020

• (10) guiding principles 
organized in (5) key 
themes: equity, 
innovation, sense of 
place, sustainability, 
and communication

The Soul City 
Corridor
Chicago Central Area 
Committee, 
August 2020

• Development Framework 
for Chicago Avenue in 
Austin.

DOH Standards
Chicago Department of 
Housing, 
May 2021

• Guidelines and 
requirements for high-
quality affordable housing



OUR TEAM
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES
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SITE CONTEXT ANALYSIS
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PROGRAM



SITE PROGRAMMATIC PLANPRECEDENT IMAGES / NEIGHBORHOOD MOMENTUM

Austin Harvest

By The Hand Club For Kids / 
Kinzie & Laramie

Aspire Center, Austin Coming Together / Madison & Central

Forty Acres Fresh Market / Chicago & Waller

Pop Court / 
Chicago & Lockwood



ADJACENT SITE CONTEXT

Chicago & Laramie

Chicago & Latrobe

LatrobeLaramie
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SITE PROGRAMMATIC PLANDESIGN HISTORY
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SITE PROGRAMMATIC PLANFINAL MASSING



SITE PROGRAMMATIC PLANSITE PLAN
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN



LEVELS 2-4 FLOOR PLAN



LEVEL 5 FLOOR PLAN



LEVEL 6 FLOOR PLAN



SITE PROGRAMMATIC PLANSHADOW STUDIES
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RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_COMPETITION PHASE 



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_DESIGN UPDATE

ANODIZED ALUMINUM 
BAR GRATING
(BRISE SOLEIL)

METAL PANEL

WARM GREY BRICK
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RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_GEOMETRIC LOGIC



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_BRISE SOLEILS



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_VIEW FROM CHICAGO & LARAMIE



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_VIEW FROM CHICAGO & LATROBE



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_VIEW FROM CHICAGO & LATROBE



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_VIEW ALONG CHICAGO AVENUE



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_VIEW ALONG CHICAGO AVENUE



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_VIEW FROM LATROBE



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTEXISTING CONDITIONS_HISTORIC BANK BUILDING INTERIOR



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_BANK BUILDING INTERIOR VIEW



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_BANK BUILDING INTERIOR VIEW



PLAZA DESIGN PLAN

0 5 10 20 30 55

LEGEND:

Bosque & Movable Seating

Stone Paver

Stone Seating

Seating Deck

Egress Gate

Rotatable Panels

Perforated Art Wall

Stormwater Planter

Bridge

Stage

Lawn

Terraced Seating

Permeable Pavers

Movable Café Seating



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_VIEW OF PLAZA



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_VIEW OF PLAZA



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_VIEW OF PLAZA



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTRENDERING_VIEW FROM ROOFTOP DECK



41
SITE PROGRAMMATIC PLANBUILDING MATERIALS

Warm Grey Brick

Metal Panel Window Frame Pan-African Color Accent

Anodized Aluminum Bar 
Grating at Brise-Soleils

Historic Terracotta



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTSUSTAINABLE DESIGN



RENDERING WITH AERIAL CONTEXTSUSTAINABLE DESIGN



APPENDIX



SOUTH ELEVATION



NORTH ELEVATION



EAST ELEVATION



WEST ELEVATION
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