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Woodlawn 2025
Principles, priorities and strategies 
for a great South Side 
neighborhood



A vision of the community, by the 
community and for the community
• Resident interviews
• Stakeholder interviews
• WUPS- Urban planning seminars
• Community meetings
• Looking at data about every block
• Conferring with the Quadrants
• Pulling the pieces into an action plan



inspired
conversations



hearing your
ideas



learning
together



Goals
Identity
Promote Woodlawn as a 
“neighborhood of choice”

Livability
Enhance livability and 
attractiveness throughout

Open Space
Create a new generation 
of neighborhood parks

Housing
Advance affordable housing 
strategies

Economic Development
Catalyze job-creating 
enterprises

Implementation
Create strong 
partnerships



Recent & Proposed Projects
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POAH – Woodlawn 
Park Development

POAH & Landon Bone 
Baker Architects



Planned Jewel-Osco 
Grocery

Jewel-Osco



Cottage Grove Station 
CTA Green Line

CTA rendering by HDR



UChicago
60st & Dorchester Hotel

University of Chicago



Barack Obama 
Presidential Center



This is what we have heard from 
the residents and stakeholders 
of Woodlawn

A plan of 8 ideas



Create a center of 
gravity for the community 
“63rd Street”



Create a center of gravity
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63rd Street



King Drive 
Gateway

Create 63rd Street as the center

A corridor of diverse uses
1.5 mile long / a 30-minute walk
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The 
“Green Line”

Cottage Grove-
The Intersection

Woodlawn 
Central Park

METRA 
Woodlawn 

Station

Woodlawn 
Gateway
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Jackson 
Park



Project HOOD

Parkway Gardens

Dulles 
Elementary 
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Save-a-lot

CTA Green Line
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CTA King Drive 
Station

West Gateway 
for Woodlawn

King Drive Gateway1
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West Gateway 
for Woodlawn

King Drive Gateway1

Mixed 
use infill

Mixed 
use infill

Mixed 
use infill

Urban 
greenhouse

Mixed 
use infill

Community 
Park
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Rebuild King 
Drive Station



63rd Street
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The “Green Line”2
± 6 Acres of vacant land
±750,000 - 900,000 sq ft



Mixed-use infill 



Urban Greenhouses



63rd Street
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Greenhouse Greenhouse
Market 
Greenhouse Greenhouse

Mixed 
use

Mixed 
use

Mixed 
use

Mixed 
use

Mixed 
use

King 
Drive
Market

The “Green Line”2
Reused city owned land as for-profit green houses
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Bessie Coleman 
Library

POAH
Woodlawn Station

Washington 
Park National 
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Grand 
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Cottage Grove – The Intersection3



Cottage Grove – The Intersection3

Lake Street & Morgan Ave, Chicago
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63rd Street 63rd Street

Bessie 
Coleman 
Library

Rebuild 
Cottage Grove 
station

Cosmo Beauty 
Supply 

Strand Apartments

POAH
Woodlawn Station 
mixed use  

Grand 
ballroom

POAH 
Woodlawn 
Station 

Proposed 
development
Artist 
live/work & 
shared 
workspace

Renovate 
bank building 
into food hall 
& culinary 
classrooms 

Woodlawn 
markets 

Cottage Grove – The Intersection3

Woodlawn 
markets 
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Culture and culinary hub
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DHS Robust 
Coffee

The Orthogenic School 
& Hyde Park Day School

UChicago Charter
Woodlawn Campus
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Woodlawn Central Park4
Education and community hub



Woodlawn Central Park4
Education and community hub



Woodlawn Central Park4
Education and community hub



Woodlawn Central Park
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UChicago Charter
Woodlawn Campus

The Orthogenic School & 
Hyde Park Day School
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Mixed useMixed use
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METRA Woodlawn Station5
63rd and Stony Island Ave. – Gateway and Woodlawn station

Metra 
Woodlawn StationApostolic Church

South Side YMCA

Hyde Park Academy
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METRA Woodlawn Station5
63rd and Stony Island Ave. – Gateway and Woodlawn station
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Apostolic 
Church

Proposed 
Live/Work

Improve 63rd

street Metra 
station
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South Side YMCA

Hyde Park AcademyWoodlawn Gateway6
63rd and Stony Island Ave. – Gateway
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Hotel
Retail
Non-profit Office

Potential High 
School expansion & 
non-profit office

YMCA expansion & 
Non-profit Office
Retail

Popup 
Retail

Existing 
Residences 

Proposed 
Live/Work

Woodlawn Gateway6
63rd and Stony Island Ave. – Gateway
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Hyde Park Academy



Reactivate vacant buildings 
as an affordable housing 
strategy



± 500 Vacant Buildings

Mostly residential & 
largely multi-unit

Information source : data.cityofchicago.org - 311 vacant buildings, does not account for recent rehabs

Vacancy: Buildings
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Adaptive reuse



Adaptive reuse –
Dorchester Artist Housing

Photo Barry Rustin



Adaptive reuse –
Strand Apartments

Strand Apartments
Photo courtesy Holsten Real Estate



Adaptive reuse –
Stony Island Arts Bank

Stony Island Arts Bank
Photo courtesy Theaster Gates



Motivate the city and private 
owners of vacant land to 
action



Vacancy: Land

N
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Information source : data.cityofchicago.org

± 110 Acres of vacant 
land with about ± 50 
acres controlled by the 
city



Urban agriculture

Detroit Labrosse Farm
Photo by Ruthie Abel



Gardens

William Hill Gallery



Tree Nursery

Openlands & Blacks in Green



Popup retail

Boombox – Latent design, Chicago



Playgrounds

Park 574– Site Design



Social Spaces

Viaduct Rail Park – Hood Studio
Photos Courtesy of Rob Cardillo



Residential Infill



Mixed Use infill



Continue to improve 
educational assets 
for youth



Unique educational assets
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• Obama Presidential Center
• Hyde Park Academy HS
• YMCA
• Mt. Carmel High School

• UChicago Charter
• The O School
• Closed Wadsworth Campus
• Closed Fiske Campus
• AKArama

2

• Carnegie Campus
• Experimental Station

• Fiske Campus

• Dulles
• Vacant CHA land
• Project HOOD

• Emmett Till 
Campus

1

3

4

5

6

• Wadsworth 
Elementary 
Campus

7

• Woodlawn Elementary 
Campus 

8

• Comer High School
• Comer Youth Center
• District 3 Police 

Station
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Continue to invest in 
schools



Hyde Park High School 

Invest in Hyde Park Academy
future



Vacant schools as 
development assets



School reuse
potential

Armstrong Oil & Gas 
Headquarters – Lake|Flato



Create economic 
opportunities for residents 
(jobs and training)



Economic opportunity 
corridors
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Commercial

Transit Oriented Development

Advanced Industry

Transit-enhanced Commercial

Obama Presidential Center

University of Chicago

UChicago Medical Center



business

Greenline Coffee - 61st & Eberhart
Sunshine Enterprises

support small



university of chicago

University of Chicago Medical Campus

build on major
employment base



Source: GRID Alternatives

green industry
explore opportunities in



Green
the community



New parks & 
green streets

Primary Green framework

Proposed New Parks

Improve street trees

Existing neighborhood parks

The South Parks

Sports
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Mixed 
Use

The 
courts

Woodlawn 
Square

Popup 
village

Art 
garden

Dog 
park

Reading 
garden

Children 
Playground

Residential ResidentialDHS

Woodlawn Central Park
Education and community hub



West Woodlawn - Legacy 
Park sketch

Great 
Lawn

Children's
Playground

Central 
plaza

Legacy 
Wall

West Woodlawn Legacy Park at 67th Street
Education and community hub



Upgrade infrastructure 
for better mobility



Information source : data.cityofchicago.org transit

Transit walking and cycling 
community
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Potential Bike network

CTA Red Line

Bus Routes

CTA Green Line

Metra Electric Line



River to River Line
Connecting Chicago’s major Southside 
destinations with light rail 



• Light rail example

QLINE Stations in Detroit. ( Photos ©John D'Angelo)



Chicago’s cycling
community



71
UDMercy Student Service Days: Aug 24-25, 2016

Detroit 
Greenway Pop-Up Demonstration

Aug 24-25, 2016



Bike sharing
lifestyle



Create the 
“Woodlawn food scene”



Cottage Grove 
Intersection

Woodlawn food scene
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Urban Agriculture Center

Food & Beverage



Locally grown
Fresh foods



Image source: Washburne Culinary

Build a hospitality 
culture and cuisines

workforce



Images source: http://www.hallmarkchannel.com/home-and-family/recipes/chef-govind-armstrong-s-curried-oxtail-with-rice-and-peas-fried-plantains-charred-curry-leaves

Food as a 
cultural destination



Invite the world
to visit

Majani Restaurant –
http://lifewelleaten.com/majani/



Woodlawn 
Gateway

Momentum is building

63rd & 
Cottage 
Grove Ave
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Education
Retail
Recreation
Civic & Cultural
Housing



Woodlawn 2025

Proposed High  density development

Schools

Proposed Medium – Low density development

Churches

N

0 ¼ mi ½ mi


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	Slide Number 67
	Slide Number 68
	Slide Number 69
	Slide Number 70
	Slide Number 71
	Slide Number 72
	Slide Number 73
	Slide Number 74
	Slide Number 75
	Slide Number 76
	Slide Number 77
	Slide Number 78
	Slide Number 79
	Slide Number 80

