CONFIDENTIAL

[date 1], 2018
M[]. [Claire Smith]

[Legal Office]
[Address]
Chicago, IL 606[]
Via email: [address]
Re:
Case No. 18036.C, [Dave Jones]
Dear M[]. [Smith]:

On [date 2], 2018, you sent the Board a letter addressing the Board’s finding, made at its [date 3] meeting that there was probable cause to conclude that your client, [Dave Jones], had violated the City’s Governmental Ethics Ordinance (the “Ordinance”) by using or allowing the use of the official City seal on campaigning materials.
 On [date 4], 2018, you and your client met with the Board and Board staff to discuss the matter. Your client is a candidate for City [elected office], and a City employee. You and your client stated that, unknown to your client, one of his campaign volunteers had placed a campaign sign with a reproduction of the official City seal on the volunteer’s own car. As soon as your client noticed the sign, he told the volunteer to take it down, and has not used that signage or the City’s seal for any political purposes since that day, [date 5], 2018.
After discussing the matter with you and your client, and reviewing your letter to the Board, the Board determined that this use of the City’s seal on your client’s campaign sign constituted a minor or technical violation of the Ordinance’s “Use of City-owned Property” provision, §2-156-060, and directed me, pursuant to Ordinance §2-156-070(b), to send this confidential letter of admonition. 

Accordingly, your client is hereby admonished that he is prohibited from including the official City seal on any political campaign materials. Inclusion of such City indicia constitutes an improper use of City property for political purposes and creates the impression that the City officially endorses him as a candidate for elected City office.

Please also be advised that, if the minor violation documented in this letter is repeated, the Board would, as required by law, consider it a non-minor violation, and would be required to make this minor violation part of the record of that subsequent proceeding.
 We will keep this admonition confidential, though we will make the essential facts of the matter public, without mentioning any identifying information about your client, so as to inform other candidates for elected City office of our holding.

On behalf of the Board, I appreciate your client’s honesty and desire to comply with the requirements embodied in the Ordinance, particularly as evinced at the Board’s [date 4] meeting.  Please contact me if you have any questions.

Yours very truly,

Steven I. Berlin

Executive Director

� We issued an advisory opinion clarifying that the City seal cannot be used for political or campaign purposes.  See Case No. 18036.A.1: � HYPERLINK "https://www.cityofchicago.org/content/dam/city/depts/ethics/general/AO_PolActvty/18036.A.1.pdf" �https://www.cityofchicago.org/content/dam/city/depts/ethics/general/AO_PolActvty/18036.A.1.pdf�





� In Case No. 14006.A, the Board set out the factors it considers when determining whether a violation is minor: (i) would determining that the violation was minor still uphold the spirit of the Ordinance; (ii) would a third party view the violation as technical and; (iii) finally, was there a pattern evincing a negligent disregard of the Ordinance. 





