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Community Area Snap Shot

WEST TOWN COMMUNITY AREA INFORMATION: 
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PROJECT LOCATION:

LINCOLN YARDS SOUTH

DEMOGRAPHICS: 
• 61% OF RESIDENTS ARE BETWEEN THE AGES OF 20-49
• 17% ARE LESS THAN 19 YEARS OLD
• 22% ARE OVER THE AGE OF 50
• ROUGHLY 68,000 RESIDENTS ACCORDING TO THE 2017 CENSUS ESTIMATES
• MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME OF $109,000

CULTURAL/HISTORIC CONTEXT: 
• FORMER STEEL MANUFACTURING DISTRICT.
• LOCATED ALONG THE CHICAGO RIVER AND KEY EAST WEST CONNECTORS
• THE NEIGBORHOOD CONTAINS A LARGE NUMBER OF UPSCALE NATIONAL RETAILERS, 

BOUTIQUES, BOOKSTORES, THEATRES, RESTUARANTS, AND WELLKNOWN BARS/CLUBS.
• LINCOLN PARK IS HOME TO SECOND CITY, STEPPENWOLF THEATRE, AND OTHER 

ENTERTAINMENT VENUES.
• LINCOLN PARK IS A VIBRANT AND CONTINUINGLY EVOLVING NEIGHBORHOOD.

SOURCES: 
• https://www.lincolnparkchamber.com/
• https://www.cmap.illinois.gov/data/community-snapshots



NORTH BRANCH FRAMEWORK PLAN

• Updated June 19, 2019
• Chicago Plan Commission
• The framework's three main goals are to:

• Maintain the corridor as an economic engine and vital job center
• Provide better access for all transportation modes
• Enhance the area’s unique natural and built environment

CHICAGO RIVER DESIGN GUIDELINES

• Updated April 11, 2019
• Chicago Plan Commission
• “Properties along the Chicago River should be developed and improved to create a 

more unified aesthetic, to enhance the natural environment, and to provide public 
access and recreational opportunities, while balancing the needs of active industrial 
uses critical to the City’s economy.”

Planning Context
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LAND USE CONTEXT PLAN 4

PROJECT TIMELINE

• Planned Development Approval:      

March 13, 2019

• Redevelopment Agreement Approval: 

April 19, 2019

• Fleet Fields Opening:                           

July 2019

• Parcel G.1 Plan Commission Meeting:         

April 15, 2021

• Parcel G.1 Ground-Breaking         

October 19, 2021



5SITE CONTEXT PLAN – SITE PLAN APPROVAL BOUNDARY

B.1

LINCOLN 

YARDS 

NORTH

LINCOLN 

YARDS 

SOUTH

• Lincoln Yards Community Advisory Council:    

September 28, 2021 & November 16, 2021

• River Ecology and Governance Task Force:        

October 5, 2021

• Lincoln Yards Experience Center Open House: 

December 14, 2021

Summary of Changes:

• B1: increased naturalized edge along the Riverwalk/river 
edge, increased passive landscaping along river edge

• C1: adjustments to the podium level retail & pedestrian 
experience, added balconies on office floors

• D1: adjustments to residential tower massing and balcony 
locations, addition of green corridor from promenade to the 
park

Community Outreach



PEDESTRIAN CONTEXT 6

AERIAL SITE VIEW VIEW FROM THROOP LOOKING EAST



The Steelyard is a rich mix anchored by entertainment 
an Urban Heartbeat 

Music, energy, eating, drinking, & nightlife 
Making a first impression; 

an inclusive place for every Chicagoan.

Active Programming – Set the Ambition.

Host established artists, as well as those on the rise.

Lincoln Yards & Steelyard Vision
PARK CONNECTIONS

ACTIVATE RETAIL

PARCEL CONNECTIONS



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY



PARCELS D.1 & C.1 - BIRD-FRIENDLY DESIGN 9

Bird Friendly Design:

• installation and maintenance of butterfly/pollinator gardens, bat boxes and birdhouses/nest boxes; 

• implementation of a bird-friendly glass strategy;

• bird-friendly year-round interior & exterior lighting controls and lamps;

• no internal greenery will be visible from outside of glass;

• exterior grates will not have openings greater and ¾”;

• use of non-reflective glass;

BIRD FRIT GLASS



STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE COMPLIANCE 10

STORMWATER INFILTRATION STRATEGY

COMPLIANCE NARRATIVE:

• Stormwater Management Ordinance does apply to this project 
and will therefore need to meet the volume control 
requirements.

• Building runoff will discharge to the river unrestricted

• At grade areas will discharge to the river at a rate of 1.0 
cf/acre.

• The project includes green roofs, permeable paving, and 
below grade detention vaults.



TRAFFIC STUDY

• Project includes new ROW at Concord Place from Throop Street 

heading East to the Chicago River

• Project includes new ROW at Throop Street from Concord Place 

heading North to the Chicago River

• New dedicated bike lanes along Throop Street and Concord Place



DEVELOPMENT PHASING
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14SITE CONTEXT PLAN – PD GUIDELINES

Lincoln Yards South park space will provide 
publicly accessible open space with recreational 
field programming for the larger community

• Recreational sports fields, including 
soccer, baseball / softball, track, 
basketball and tennis courts and other 
programming to be confirmed prior to 
the Site Plan Approval

• Children’s play area
• Connection to the Riverwalk

Lincoln Yards North park space will provide an 
open and connected park for the development 
and for the surrounding community

• Gathering areas
• Children’s play area
• Hardscaped open spaces
• Integration with 606 Trail extension
• Connection to riverwalk

B.1



PARCEL B.1 - OVERALL SITE PLAN 1515

* In-River improvements are subject to 
other non-Chicago agency reviews *

*

*

*



PARCEL B.1 - AERIAL PERSPECTIVE – FACING SOUTHWEST 1616

* In-River improvements are subject to 
other non-Chicago agency reviews *



1717PARCEL B.1 - RIVERFRONT OVERLOOK

* In-River improvements are subject to 
other non-Chicago agency reviews *



1818PARCEL B.1 - RIVERWALK AND KAYAK DOCK

* In-River improvements are subject to 
other non-Chicago agency reviews *



1919PARCEL B.1 - ATHLETIC FIELDS



2020PARCEL B.1 - MATERIALS



PARCEL B.1 - CHICAGO RIVER DESIGN GUIDELINES MENU 2121

NATURE

• Stormwater Management Best Practices
• Aquatic Wildlife Habitats
• Robust Upland Habitats
• Increased Setback
• Large Riverfront Park

RECREATION

• Access to Water & Docking Facilities
• Expanded Seating Areas
• Riverfront Overlook
• Recreation Areas
• Support Amenities

CONNECTIVITY

• Under bridge Connections
• Enhanced Connections to Street and Transportation 

Network
• Cantilevered Walkway
• Interpretive Signage
• Public Art & Lighting



2222PARCEL B.1 - SUPPORT STRUCTURES

KAYAK STORAGE FLOOR PLAN



23PARCEL B.1 - SUPPORT STRUCTURES

SOUTH ELEVATION

NORTH ELEVATION

WEST ELEVATION

EAST ELEVATION

BUILDING SECTION



2424PARCEL B.1 - SUPPORT STRUCTURES



PARCEL B.1 - SUPPORT STRUCTURES 2525



2626PARCEL B.1 - SUPPORT STRUCTURES



2727PARCEL B.1 - SUPPORT STRUCTURES
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PARCEL D.1 - SITE  PLAN
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PARCEL D.1 – LANDSCAPE PLAN
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PARCEL D.1 - BUILDING SECTION
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PARCEL D.1 - LOWER LEVEL  + LEVEL 01 PLAN
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PARCEL D.1 – LANDSCAPE PLAN & LEVEL 02 PLAN
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PARCEL D.1 – TOWER LEVELS & ARO
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PARCEL D.1 - ELEVATIONS
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PARCEL D.1 - ELEVATIONS
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PARCEL D.1 - MATERIAL AXONS
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PARCEL D.1 - PERSPECTIVE VIEW FROM NORTHWEST
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PARCEL D.1 - VIEW LOOKING NORTH TOWARDS BREEZEWAY
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PROMENADE - OPEN SPACE PLAN 41

LEGEND

1. NON-LINEAR PEDESTRIAN PROMENADE W/ 20’ 
CLEAR FOR EMERGENCY ACCESS, VARIABLE 
PLANTING AND TREE SIZES

2. CAFÉ SEATING

3. RETAIL WALK

4. MARKETHALL SEATING/TERRACE

5. PEDESTRIAN BREEZEWAY

6. GREEN CORRIDOR WITH VINE WALLS, TREES 
ADJACENT TO ROUNDABOUT

7. ALLEY TO PARK, PERIMETER PLANTING + 
SEATING, ART + LIGHTING OVERLAY ABOVE

7
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PROMENADE - LOOKING NORTHEAST FROM THROOP STREET 42

NORTH BRANCH GUIDELINES

GOAL 1

• EXTEND ADJACENT STREETS
• BUILDING FRONT PROPERTY LINES
• CREATE PLANNED OPEN SPACES

GOAL 2

• ADJACENT TO BIKE ROUTES
• IMPROVED CONNECTIVITY

GOAL 3

• IMPROVE THE RIVERFRONT
• PROMOTE UNDERBRIDGE 

CONNECTIONS
• PROVIDE OUTLOOKS & GATHERING



PROMENADE – SECTION LOOKING EASTPROMENADE - SECTION LOOKING EAST 43



PROMENADE - VIEW LOOKING SOUTHEAST, MID-BLOCK 44

PD GUIDELINES

17-8-0905:

THE PROJECT COMPLIES WITH SECTION 17-8-
0905 BY PROVIDING SAFE AND ATTRACTIVE 
WALKWAYS AND PEDESTRIAN ROUTES. THE 
PROJECT ALSO PROVIDES SPACES AT 
STREET LEVEL THAT ARE DESIGNED FOR 
ACTIVE USERS SUCH AS THE ENTRY PLAZA 
AND RIVER WALK.

17-8-0906:

17-8-0906A -
DESIGN DEMONSTRATES SENSITIVITY TO 
ESTABLISHED STREET WALL HEIGHT (HEIGHT 
OF ADJACENT BUILDING PODIUMS)
- MASSING PLACES MOST MASS AGAINST 
HIGHWAY SO LESS IMPOSING ON EXISTING 
STREET WALL
17-8-0906D – SERVICE USES ARE PROVIDED 
ON ALLEY

17-8-0907:

THE PROJECT COMPLIES WITH SECTION 17-8-
0907.
THE DESIGN OF THE BUILDING CREATES A 
DESIGN LANGUAGE THAT CREATES A 
VISUALLY DYNAMIC FAÇADE THAT RESPONDS 
TO THE MODERN ARCHITECTURE OF THE 
CITY OF CHICAGO.  



PROMENADE - VIEW LOOKING NORTHEAST, MID-BLOCK 45

PD GUIDELINES

17-8-0905:

THE PROJECT COMPLIES WITH SECTION 17-8-
0905 BY PROVIDING SAFE AND ATTRACTIVE 
WALKWAYS AND PEDESTRIAN ROUTES. THE 
PROJECT ALSO PROVIDES SPACES AT 
STREET LEVEL THAT ARE DESIGNED FOR 
ACTIVE USERS SUCH AS THE ENTRY PLAZA 
AND RIVER WALK.

17-8-0906:

17-8-0906A -
DESIGN DEMONSTRATES SENSITIVITY TO 
ESTABLISHED STREET WALL HEIGHT (HEIGHT 
OF ADJACENT BUILDING PODIUMS)
- MASSING PLACES MOST MASS AGAINST 
HIGHWAY SO LESS IMPOSING ON EXISTING 
STREET WALL
17-8-0906D – SERVICE USES ARE PROVIDED 
ON ALLEY

17-8-0907:

THE PROJECT COMPLIES WITH SECTION 17-8-
0907.
THE DESIGN OF THE BUILDING CREATES A 
DESIGN LANGUAGE THAT CREATES A 
VISUALLY DYNAMIC FAÇADE THAT RESPONDS 
TO THE MODERN ARCHITECTURE OF THE 
CITY OF CHICAGO.  



PROMENADE - SECTION LOOKING EAST 46



PROMENADE - VIEW LOOKING NORTH TOWARD MARKETHALL / PARK 47

PUBLIC REALM

PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE OPEN SPACES AND 
PUBLIC REALM INCLUDE ACTIVE, VIBRANT 
STREETS, PEDESTRIAN-SCALED 
SIDEWALKS AND WELCOMING GREEN 
SPACES

A VARIETY OF PUBLICY ACCESSIBLE, 
HARDSCAPED OPEN SPACES ARE 
INTEGRATED THROUGHOUT THE 
DEVELOPMENT OFFERING CONNECTIVE 
AREAS TO THE COMMUNITY AND 
RIVERWALK

STREET DESIGN

INTERSECTION DESIGN WILL PRIORITIZE 
PEDESTRIAN CROSSING AND MOVEMENT

THE DESIGN INCORPORATES 
SUSTAINABLE DESIGN FEATURES INTO 
THE PROJECT

GROUND FLOOR

PRIMARY BUILDING ENTRANCES ARE 
VISIBLE FROM THE STREET AND EASILY 
ACCESSIBLE.

SERVICE AREAS ARE LOCATED AS TO NOT 
NEGATIVELY IMPACT THE STREET AND 
BUILDING ENTRANCES

BUILT FORM

MAINTAIN A CONSISTENT STREET WALL 
THAT DEFINES AN URBAN STREET 
ENVIRONMENT

INTEGRATE TRANSPARENCY AND AVOID 
BLANK WALLS ON THE GROUND FLOOR
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PARCEL D.1 MARKETHALL – SITE PLAN 49



PARCEL D.1 MARKET HALL 50

LOWER LEVEL PLAN
GROUND FLOOR PLAN

BUILDING SECTION  N-S BUILDING SECTION  E-W

PROMENADE ELEVATION

PARK ELEVATION



PARCEL D.1 MARKETHALL - FAÇADE SECTIONS 51



PARCEL D.1 MARKETHALL - VIEW FROM PROMENADE 52



PARCEL D.1 MARKETHALL - VIEW FROM PARK 53
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55PARCEL C.1 - SITE PLAN



56PARCEL C.1 – LANDSCAPE PLAN



57PARCEL C.1 - BUILDING SECTION (EAST-WEST)



PARCEL C.1 – FLOOR PLANS 58

GROUND FLOOR SECOND FLOOR THIRD FLOOR

FLOOR FLOOR 14TH FLOORTYPICAL FLOOR



PARCEL C.1 - BUILDING ELEVATION 59



PARCEL C.1 - BUILDING ELEVATION 60



PARCEL C.1 - BUILDING ELEVATION 61



PARCEL C.1 - FAÇADE SECTIONS 62



PARCEL C.1 - FAÇADE SECTIONS 63



PARCEL C.1 - FAÇADE SECTIONS 64



PARCEL C.1 - VIEW FROM SOUTHWEST 65



PARCEL C.1- PEDESTRIAN CONTEXT 66



PARCEL C.1 - PEDESTRIAN CONTEXT 67



MWBE 68



FINANCIAL COMMITMENT 69



ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY BENEFITS 70

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY BENEFITS

• North Branch Bonus: $4,854,003.07

• Industrial Conversion Fee: $1,639,847.81

• Construction Jobs: Approx. 2,135

• Permanent Jobs: Approx. 2,110

• New 1,700’ Publicly-Accessible Riverwalk Area; Development, Easement and 

Maintenance Agreement has been recorded

• New 6+ acre publicly accessible park 

• New dedicated bike lanes along Throop Street and Concord Place

• Project will comply with the M/WBE and local hiring requirements of the RDAs


