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Community Area Snap Shot

West Town Community Area

• Population increased 6.7% between 2010-2020. more than 3.5 

times faster than the Chicago as a whole in the same period

• 41.2% are 2-person households (vs. 29.8% in Chicago)

• 19.6% of households have no vehicle

• 40.1% of residents walk, bike, or take transit to work

Source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)

Community Data Snapshot: West Town (July 2022 Release)

Site Location West Town



North Branch Industrial Corridor



4SITE CONTEXT PLAN



5AERIAL VIEW FROM WEST



6EXISTING ZONING MAP



7LAND USE CONTEXT PLAN



Pedestrian Context



Pedestrian Context



Planning Context

GOALS OF THE NORTH BRANCH FRAMEWORK PLAN

The proposal is subject to the North Branch Framework Plan adopted 

by the Chicago Plan Commission on May 18, 2017.



(North Kenwood,  

Oakland, Grand Boulevard, 

Douglas  Park)

(Pullman & West Pullman)
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Project Timeline + Community Outreach

• Original filing: Type 1 Zoning Map Amendment (20555T1):    11/16/2020

• Intake Meeting with Department of Planning & Development:  12/22/2020

Initial Design

Current Design



SITE + GROUND FLOOR PLAN 12



GROUND FLOOR PLAN 13



MEZZANINE FLOOR PLAN 14



ROOF PLAN 15



PATIO PLAN 16



EAST & WEST BUILDING ELEVATIONS 17



NORTH & SOUTH BUILDING ELEVATIONS 18



FAÇADE SECTIONS – EXISTING BUILDING PHOTOS 19



NEW OUTDOOR PATIO 20



NEW OUTDOOR PATIO 21



TRANSPORTATION, TRAFFIC, AND PARKING

Complies with “Transportation, Traffic Circulation, and Parking” regulations 

under PD standards section 17-8-0904. 

• Promotes the safe and efficient circulation of pedestrians, cyclists and motor 

vehicles (17-8-0904-A-1)

• Promotes transit, pedestrian, and bicycle use  (17-8-0904-A-2)
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TRANSPORTATION, TRAFFIC, AND PARKING

Nearby Transit

• Ashland Avenue (#9/X9) via the stop at North Avenue / Ashland Avenue, less than a 

quarter mile southwest of the site;.

• North Avenue (#72) which is accessible at North Avenue / Elston, approximately 800 feet 

south of the subject site.

• Cortland Street (# 73), nearby via the Cortland Street/Elston Avenue stop, located 

approximately a quarter mile north of the site.

Parking

• Proposal is subject to zero parking requirement based off the off-street parking regulations 

for properties within the North Branch Corridor Overlay District (Sec. 17-7-0410-A & 17-10-

0207).

Bicycle Use

• 17 onsite bike parking spaces.

• Addition of 5 more Divvy bikes at Wabansia and Elston avenues.

• Addition of raised curbside bike lane adjacent to curb to protect riders from "door slams".
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NEW RAISED BIKE LANE 24



TRAFFIC STUDY

Cortland Street traffic signal.

TRAFFIC STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS

• Valet queueing spaces proposed along Elston Avenue directly in front of the 

venue.

• Route taxis/TNC vehicles from Elston Avenue west onto Wabansia Avenue to 

turn south onto Besly Court for all drop-off and pick-up activity.

• Recommended that staff members help at pedestrian crossings and to further 

aid in directing taxi/TNC vehicles to the correct loading zone location
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URBAN DESIGN 26

COMPLIANCE WITH NORTH BRANCH DESIGN GUIDELINES

• Leverage the corridor’s unique urban authenticity by highlighting industrial structures and 

integrating character buildings with new development where possible.

o Project will retain the existing industrial building.

• Buildings should frame public open spaces and add vitality to the public realm.

o Development features a large outdoor patio space next to the entertainment venue.

• Enhanced Walking Streets are envisioned as pedestrian-oriented commercial streets with 

buildings that abut and activate sidewalk frontages.

o New building mural, plus the addition of window and door openings on the street façade 

will help activate Elston Avenue.

o New elevated, curbside bike lane will enhance rider safety and contribute to the city's 

bike roadway network.



27OPEN SPACE + LANDSCAPING



28OPEN SPACE + LANDSCAPING



29SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY
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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE COMPLIANCE

• Outdoor patio area exceeds the 7,500 square-foot, triggering 

stormwater management review.

• Applicant has discussed possible use of permeable surfaces with City's water 

management reviewers.

• Applicant and City's water management reviewers will determine options during 

building permit application process.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT



31ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY BENEFITS

• Project Budget: $2 million

• Estimated Jobs: 90 Construction Jobs / 40 Permanent Jobs

• Commitment to City Participation Goals: 26% MBE, 6% WBE and 50% City Residency



CATALYZE 

10 
VIBRANT NEIGHBORHOODS 

ON THE SOUTH 

AND WEST SIDES

Austin

Humboldt Park  

North Lawndale  

New City

Bronzeville
(North Kenwood,  

Oakland, Grand Boulevard, 

Douglas  Park)

(Pullman & West Pullman)
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DPD Recommendations

The proposal:

• Will not adversely affect the continued industrial 

viability of the North Branch Industrial corridor (17-13-

0403);

• Complies with the North Branch Framework Plan and 

is consistent with land use patterns in this portion of 

the North Branch Industrial Corridor (17-8-0903);

• Is compliant with the Planned Development Standards 

and Guidelines (17-8-0900 & 17-13-0609-A); 

• Ensures a level of amenities appropriate to the nature 

and scale of the project (17-8-0104); and,

• Promotes safe and efficient circulation of pedestrians, 

cyclists, and motor vehicles (17-8-0904-A-1) and 

promotes transit, pedestrian, and bicycle use (17-8-

0904-A-2).


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Community Area Snap Shot
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Pedestrian Context
	Slide 9: Pedestrian Context
	Slide 10: Planning Context
	Slide 11: Project Timeline + Community Outreach
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32: DPD Recommendations

