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CITY OF CHICAGO POLICE BOARD

PUBLIC MEETING

MARCH 16, 2017

STENOGRAPHIC REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

had in the above-entitled matter, held at Chicago

Public Ssafety Headquarters, 3510 South Michigan

Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, at 7:30 o'clock p.m.

POLICE BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

MS.
MS.

LORI E. LIGHTFOOT, President
EVA-DINA DELGADO

REVEREND MICHAEL EADDY (via audio conf.)

MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MR.

STEVE FLORES
RITA A. FRY

JOHN H. SIMPSON

RHODA D. SWEENY

GHIAN FOREMAN (via audio conf.)
JOHN P. O'MALLEY, IJR.

ALSO PRESENT:

MR.

KEVIN NAVARRO, First Deputy
Superintendent

MS. TINA SKAHILL, Deputy Director
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
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PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: We are going to get
started. My name 1is Lori Lightfoot, I'm the
president of the Chicago Police Board. I'm calling
the meeting to order. Vice President Foreman and
Board Member Eaddy are unable to attend this
meeting in person and wish to attend via audio
conference.

Is there a motion to permit them to do
that?

MS. DELGADO: So moved.

MR. O'MALLEY: Second.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: All those in favor?

(Ayes 1in unison.)

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Any opposed? The motion
passes.

The first item of business 1is approval of
minutes of the Board's regular public meeting held
on February 16, 2017.

Is there a motion to approve the minutes?

MS. FRY: So moved.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: 1Is there a second?

MR. SIMPSON: Second.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: All those in favor?

(Ayes 1in unison.)
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PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Any opposed? The motion
passes.

our next regular public meeting will be
on Thursday, April 20, at 7:30 p.m. here at the
Chicago Public Safety Headquarters.

At this time I ask for a motion to close
a series of executive sessions for the purpose of
considering personnel matters and litigation, as
authorized by Section 2(c)(1),(3),(4), and (11) of
the I1linois Open Meetings Act.
Is there such a motion?
MR. O'MALLEY: So moved.
PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Is there second?
MS. FRY: Second.
PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: All those in favor?
(Ayes 1in unison.)
PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Any opposed? The motion
passes.

A report of disciplinary action taken by
the Board during the previous month has been made
available at this evening's meeting. This report
and the Board's written findings and decisions are
posted on the Board's web site.

Chris, are you here? Do you have a
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separate script?

MR. SIMPSON: I don't think we can hear you
down here. 1I'm sorry.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: 1I'm Tooking for my
script. One moment, please.

The general orders and other directives
issued by the Superintendent of Police during the
previous month are listed in the books made
available at this evening's meeting, and posted on
the Police Department's web site.

The next item is the Superintendent's
report to the Board. The Superintendent is not
with us this evening. 1In his stead is the First
Deputy.

First Deputy Navarro, do you have a
report or would you 1like to waive the oral
presentation and have us receive the monthly report
in writing?

FIRST DEPUTY NAVARRO: Waive it.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: 1Is there a motion to
allow waiver of oral presentation?

MS. SWEENEY: So moved.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Is there a second?

MR. SIMPSON: Second.
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THE COURT: All those in favor?
(Ayes in unison.)

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Any opposed? The motion
passes.

I will now call upon those members of the
public who have signed up in advance to speak.
when your name is called, please step up to the
microphone. Wwe ask that you lTimit your comments to
two minutes.

First on the 1list is Mr. Henry Pettigrew.
Good evening, sir.

MR. PETTIGREW: Good evening, Madam President,
Board members. You mentioned two minutes, I
thought I better do this.

My name 1is Henry Pettigrew. I'm a proud
member of the Chicago Police Department, or I
should say I'm a proud former member of the Chicago
Police Department. 1In fact, I escaped, or at least
I lived through the Chicago riots. Many of you
were probably much younger than you are now.

The reason I -- my last unit of
assignment was a special unit called C5s, which was
attached to the Internal Affairs Division. I am

here to share a suggestion, and I also have a
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request.

My one suggestion is that I think about,
I think about it quite a bit out of the 15 that I
have, is that I was wondering, I'm hoping that we

concur -- and when I say "we," I'm talking about by
the Police Department, that officers who in fact
are assigned or transferred to any district that is
considered a high crime area, that we would -- we
should in fact be certain that it's a good match or
something that is not casually done.

The basis for why I say that and why I
suggest that is that in looking back from my
experience as a police officer and also in the
Model Cities coordinator, I don't know if you some
of you heard of Model Cities, during which I was
serving as a facilitator for many groups with
police officers.

During this time when I looked at a
number of officers who in fact received their
assignments as a source of stress or as a
punishment. They were also a number of them who
were very intimidated with the thought that they

would be assigned to a troubled or a high crime

area. So in many cases, they had a strong sense of
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fear and resentment for such an assignment.

So my concern 1in sharing this is the fact
that sometimes, depending on where you are working,
if you have this unresolved resentment or anger,
the next individual might be someone like a
citizen.

So --

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Mr. Pettigrew, your time
is up. Can you wrap it up?

MR. PETTIGREW: Yes. Pardon me. 1It's my
request if you would in fact, I would Tike to
volunteer if I can, if you have any room for
volunteers to share in providing input and insight.
Thank you.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Thank you, sir.

MR. O'MALLEY: Thank you.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Our next speaker is
EvAngel YHWHnewBN.

MS. YHWHnewBN: Good afternoon.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Good evening.

MS. YHWHnewBN: Wwell, good evening. Thank you.
My comments WERE really for the Superintendent.

I'm glad that he's in washington, DC, taking care

of some good business, and that he was 1in
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Springfield taking care of some good business also.
And he's not here, so I won't make my comments
regarding him.

However, just for the record, my name is
pronounced EvAngel it's capital E, small v, capital
A-n-g-e-1. And the Tast name is YHWHnewBN.
Y-H-W-H, all capped, n-e-w, small lTetters, capital
B and capital N. YHwHnewBN.

Y-H-W-H 1is the actually Hebrew sacred
name for God. And every time you say the word,
that means the most high praise. Hallelujah, you
are you saying his name.

There is no, never was, a J in the
Hebrew alphabet. So the name is -- in the book
here, is continuously misspelled. And as a Hebrew
spiritualite, it's very insulting when you misspell
the name of God. So that's YHwH, "yah," Tlike
Hallelujah, newBN, Tike new creature. when the
spirit comes upon you, you become a new creature.
Elijah, Joshua, Joshua, all his people were called
by his name.

So I thank you. And next week I Took
forward to talking -- next month I Took forward to

talking to the Superintendent. Thank you.

McCorkle Litigation Services, Inc.
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PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Thank you, Ms. YHWHnewBN.
The next speaker is Queen Sister.

MS. SISTER: Thank you. You know, your Board

that make the recommendations.

MS. SWEENEY: We can't hear you.

MS. SISTER: Can you hear me now?

MS. SWEENEY: Yes.

MS. SISTER: Mr. Foreman, can you hear me?
MR. FOREMAN: Yes.

MS. SISTER: You are a Board that makes

recommendations. We question your recommendations

because we can't even get answers to the questions

regarding the situations of public safety that come

before this Board on a monthly basis.

I recommend that you put all the

transcripts of the public participation in these
documents so that the individuals and the citizens
who do not attend these meetings can be made aware

of what is being addressed in its entirety in this

room.

I also recommend that we are allowed to

sign up for this meeting via email instead of
playing "beat the clock" a day before. 1I'm

appalled that the 27 page "Next Step to Reform"
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report is not available in the Police Board
meeting. It's a report issued to the public by the
Superintendent of Police.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Are you referring to the
report that the Superintendent announced this year?
MS. SISTER: Yes. Because it's here on line

and it's covered and, you know, and in book form.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: We will make sure that
that is available.

MS. SISTER: Thank you. And I have spoke with
the Superintendent regarding a violence prevention
program. He had Robin Robinson and Glen call me,
and I want to say for the record I have not issued
anything because I have a board. And when I went
before my board, there was an issue of trust there,
which you all know is a serious issue. I think
it's an issue that we need to sit down and discuss.

And if the Superintendent is not willing
to sit down with me and look me in my face, we need
to look each other in the eye and resolve this
issue of murder. You can cover it up and get
people with crime and violence, but it is what it
is. It's murder. And we have a 3-year-old shot

today. And I just want to say for Robin Robinson
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to call me, and Glen, let me just say for the
individuals to be in the room that are addressing
the issues and not attend this meeting is
disrespectful to the people.

Peace and love. One village.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Our next speaker is
George Blakemore. Mr. Blakemore, are you here?

our next speak is Kristin Noel.

MS. NOEL: Thank you, Madam President. Good
evening, everyone.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: You're here to celebrate
in advance of the wild Cats?

MS. NOEL: That's right. we will see how far
we go.

I wanted to address the Superintendent
backing down a 1ittle bit on his use of force. So
I'l1 just put it in this record.

I believe that he should stay strong with
asking for de-escalation first. My issue 1is, 1is
that I understand split second decisions. I think
we all understand split second decisions. I think
we've all been in situations where we've almost had
that accident in the car, we almost did this or we

almost did that, and the bottom line is we made the
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right decision.

And so the split second decision should
not be a decision that can be dismissed if it's
wrong. So making the right split second decision
is what is most important. And I think we get all
caught up in split second decision, and the wrong
one. Okay.

Betty Jones was the wrong split second
decision. Rekia Boyd was the wrong is split second
decision. Ronald Johnson was the wrong split
second decision, okay.

And here i1s an issue I got with the
Ronald Johnson case. There is a point where I
think in the State's Attorney's investigation that
they say that Ronald was given up and he had his
hands up in the air and he was giving up. And you
know what the police officer did? He put his
weapon, holstered his weapon, and then he grabbed
him by his head. I don't -- that -- what? why
didn't he tell him to put his hands down, turn
around, put his hands behind his back? why grab
him by his head? And now there is a surprise that
there would be a struggle. well, yeah, I'm going

to struggle with you, too, if you grab me by my

McCorkle Litigation Services, Inc.
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head, you know. And he had dreads, so he probably
grabbed him by his dreads. And so here's one
situation where --

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Your time is up.

MS. NOEL: Okay. One situation where the split
second decision was the wrong one.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Thank you.

Mr. Blakemore, I saw that you came in the
room. We called your name a few moments ago, but
would you 1like to speak?

MR. BLAKEMORE: Yes. Thank you. To the
citizens, I rushed over here and the cameras are
gone. The crowd 1is gone.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Mr. Blakemore, if I can
ask you to speak a Tittle more to the microphone.

MR. BLAKEMORE: Thank you.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Thank you. That's
better.

MR. BLAKEMORE: I came here and I was looking
for the media, they had gone, the crowd. And there
was just a few of the faithful are here.

First, I would Tlike to thank you and the
Tady over in Internal Affairs. I was -- when

they -- I went to the kangaroo court up on Belmont,
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and I have a reason for calling it a kangaroo
court. The officers didn't show up. However, I
have to go out to this notorious Filmore Police
Station and pick up my inventory. So that is very
inconvenient for me.

I also made a complaint and I sought the
investigator Black. She took the complaint, and I
said I need a copy of my complaint. I went over
here and they said you cannot get your complaint
until your investigation is over.

Every citizen when he makes an oral or
written complaint, he or she must sign it like an
affidavit, and they must give a copy. It must be
transparent to them. I want a copy of my
complaint. Because what they can do, even though
signed this, they can do cut and paste. Several
times I've gotten complaints back and said that's
my signature, but I didn't say that. During the
time I made my complaint upstairs, I was supposed
to initial every sentence.

I want my complaint, and I want every
citizen of our global city to get a written
complaint, even though i1t's being investigated.

But the complaint 1is their complaint. It's my

McCorkle Litigation Services, Inc.
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complaint.

And another thing, Police Department,
please obey the law, the constitution. Wwhen you
catch these illegal immigrants, you send them to
ICE. You tell -- you all of you responsible for
this. Black people need sanctuary. I need
sanctuary.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Thank you, Mr. Blakemore.

MR. BLAKEMORE: For all that had happen to my
community, forgive me, let me break a law and I'm a
black man, I have to serve my sentence.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Mr. Blakemore, your time
is up. Thank you.

MR. BLAKEMORE: But you don't. So, policeman,
don't Tet the political system keep you from
obeying the Constitution of the United States of
America. He or she 1is not legal, make sure you
arrest them and send them back from Poland, to
Budapest, to Mexico, wherever they came from.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: oOur last speaker is
Robert Moore. Mr. Moore, are you here?

Mr. Blakemore, thank you.

Mr. Moore, Mr. Robert Moore, last call.

All right.

McCorkle Litigation Services, Inc.
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At this time all those person who signed
up in advance to speak have been recognized.
Is there a motion to adjourn?

MR. SIMPSON: So moved.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Second?

MS. DELGADO: Second.

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: All 1in favor?

(Ayes 1in unison.)

PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT: Any opposed? The motion
passes and the meeting is adjourned. we will see
you next month.

(Meeting concluded at 7:57

o'clock p.m.)
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS:

COUNTY OF C O O K )

April T. Hansen, being first duly sworn
on oath, says that she is a court reporter doing
business in the City of Chicago, and that she
reported in shorthand the proceedings of said
meeting, and that the foregoing is a true and
correct transcript of her shorthand notes so taken
as aforesaid, and contains the excerpts of
proceedings given at said meeting.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF: I have hereunto
set my verified digital signature this 29th day of
March, 2017.

I11Mnois Certified Shorthand Reporter
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  1              CITY OF CHICAGO POLICE BOARD



  2                     PUBLIC MEETING



  3                     MARCH 16, 2017



  4   



  5                  STENOGRAPHIC REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



  6   had in the above-entitled matter, held at Chicago 



  7   Public Safety Headquarters, 3510 South Michigan 



  8   Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, at 7:30 o'clock p.m.



  9   



 10   



 11        POLICE BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:



 12             MS. LORI E. LIGHTFOOT, President

                MS. EVA-DINA DELGADO

 13             REVEREND MICHAEL EADDY (via audio conf.)

                MR. STEVE FLORES

 14             MS. RITA A. FRY

                MR. JOHN H. SIMPSON  

 15             MS. RHODA D. SWEENY

                MR. GHIAN FOREMAN (via audio conf.)

 16             MR. JOHN P. O'MALLEY, JR.



 17   

           ALSO PRESENT:

 18   

                MR. KEVIN NAVARRO, First Deputy 

 19                  Superintendent

                MS. TINA SKAHILL, Deputy Director

 20             MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC



 21   
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  1       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  We are going to get 



  2   started.  My name is Lori Lightfoot, I'm the 



  3   president of the Chicago Police Board.  I'm calling 



  4   the meeting to order.  Vice President Foreman and 



  5   Board Member Eaddy are unable to attend this 



  6   meeting in person and wish to attend via audio 



  7   conference.  



  8             Is there a motion to permit them to do 



  9   that?  



 10       MS. DELGADO:  So moved.



 11       MR. O'MALLEY:  Second.



 12       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  All those in favor?



 13                      (Ayes in unison.)



 14       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Any opposed?  The motion 



 15   passes.  



 16             The first item of business is approval of 



 17   minutes of the Board's regular public meeting held 



 18   on February 16, 2017.  



 19             Is there a motion to approve the minutes?  



 20       MS. FRY:  So moved.  



 21       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Is there a second? 



 22       MR. SIMPSON:  Second.



 23       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  All those in favor?  



 24                      (Ayes in unison.)
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  1       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Any opposed?  The motion 



  2   passes.



  3              Our next regular public meeting will be 



  4   on Thursday, April 20, at 7:30 p.m. here at the 



  5   Chicago Public Safety Headquarters.  



  6             At this time I ask for a motion to close 



  7   a series of executive sessions for the purpose of 



  8   considering personnel matters and litigation, as 



  9   authorized by Section 2(c)(1),(3),(4), and (11) of 



 10   the Illinois Open Meetings Act.  



 11             Is there such a motion?  



 12       MR. O'MALLEY:  So moved.  



 13       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Is there second?  



 14       MS. FRY:  Second.



 15       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  All those in favor?  



 16                      (Ayes in unison.)



 17       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Any opposed?  The motion 



 18   passes.



 19              A report of disciplinary action taken by 



 20   the Board during the previous month has been made 



 21   available at this evening's meeting.  This report 



 22   and the Board's written findings and decisions are 



 23   posted on the Board's web site.



 24              Chris, are you here?  Do you have a 
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  1   separate script?  



  2       MR. SIMPSON:  I don't think we can hear you 



  3   down here.  I'm sorry.



  4       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  I'm looking for my 



  5   script.  One moment, please.



  6              The general orders and other directives 



  7   issued by the Superintendent of Police during the 



  8   previous month are listed in the books made 



  9   available at this evening's meeting, and posted on 



 10   the Police Department's web site.  



 11             The next item is the Superintendent's 



 12   report to the Board.  The Superintendent is not 



 13   with us this evening.  In his stead is the First 



 14   Deputy.  



 15             First Deputy Navarro, do you have a 



 16   report or would you like to waive the oral 



 17   presentation and have us receive the monthly report 



 18   in writing?  



 19       FIRST DEPUTY NAVARRO:  Waive it.



 20       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Is there a motion to 



 21   allow waiver of oral presentation?  



 22       MS. SWEENEY:  So moved.  



 23       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Is there a second?  



 24       MR. SIMPSON:  Second.





                                                                4



�







  1       THE COURT:  All those in favor?  



  2                      (Ayes in unison.) 



  3       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Any opposed?  The motion 



  4   passes.  



  5             I will now call upon those members of the 



  6   public who have signed up in advance to speak.  



  7   When your name is called, please step up to the 



  8   microphone.  We ask that you limit your comments to 



  9   two minutes.  



 10             First on the list is Mr. Henry Pettigrew.  



 11   Good evening, sir.



 12       MR. PETTIGREW:  Good evening, Madam President, 



 13   Board members.  You mentioned two minutes, I 



 14   thought I better do this.



 15              My name is Henry Pettigrew.  I'm a proud 



 16   member of the Chicago Police Department, or I 



 17   should say I'm a proud former member of the Chicago 



 18   Police Department.  In fact, I escaped, or at least 



 19   I lived through the Chicago riots.  Many of you 



 20   were probably much younger than you are now.



 21              The reason I -- my last unit of 



 22   assignment was a special unit called C5s, which was 



 23   attached to the Internal Affairs Division.  I am 



 24   here to share a suggestion, and I also have a 
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  1   request.  



  2             My one suggestion is that I think about, 



  3   I think about it quite a bit out of the 15 that I 



  4   have, is that I was wondering, I'm hoping that we 



  5   concur -- and when I say "we," I'm talking about by 



  6   the Police Department, that officers who in fact 



  7   are assigned or transferred to any district that is 



  8   considered a high crime area, that we would -- we 



  9   should in fact be certain that it's a good match or 



 10   something that is not casually done.



 11              The basis for why I say that and why I 



 12   suggest that is that in looking back from my 



 13   experience as a police officer and also in the 



 14   Model Cities coordinator, I don't know if you some 



 15   of you heard of Model Cities, during which I was 



 16   serving as a facilitator for many groups with 



 17   police officers.  



 18             During this time when I looked at a 



 19   number of officers who in fact received their 



 20   assignments as a source of stress or as a 



 21   punishment.  They were also a number of them who 



 22   were very intimidated with the thought that they 



 23   would be assigned to a troubled or a high crime 



 24   area.  So in many cases, they had a strong sense of 
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  1   fear and resentment for such an assignment.  



  2             So my concern in sharing this is the fact 



  3   that sometimes, depending on where you are working, 



  4   if you have this unresolved resentment or anger, 



  5   the next individual might be someone like a 



  6   citizen.



  7              So -- 



  8       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Mr. Pettigrew, your time 



  9   is up.  Can you wrap it up?  



 10       MR. PETTIGREW:  Yes.  Pardon me.  It's my 



 11   request if you would in fact, I would like to 



 12   volunteer if I can, if you have any room for 



 13   volunteers to share in providing input and insight.  



 14   Thank you.



 15       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you, sir.



 16       MR. O'MALLEY:  Thank you.



 17       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Our next speaker is 



 18   EvAngel YHWHnewBN.



 19       MS. YHWHnewBN:  Good afternoon.



 20       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Good evening.



 21       MS. YHWHnewBN:  Well, good evening.  Thank you.  



 22   My comments WERE really for the Superintendent.  



 23   I'm glad that he's in Washington, DC, taking care 



 24   of some good business, and that he was in 
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  1   Springfield taking care of some good business also.  



  2   And he's not here, so I won't make my comments 



  3   regarding him.



  4              However, just for the record, my name is 



  5   pronounced EvAngel it's capital E, small V, capital 



  6   A-n-g-e-l.  And the last name is YHWHnewBN. 



  7   Y-H-W-H, all capped, n-e-w, small letters, capital 



  8   B and capital N.  YHWHnewBN.  



  9             Y-H-W-H is the actually Hebrew sacred 



 10   name for God.  And every time you say the word, 



 11   that means the most high praise.  Hallelujah, you 



 12   are you saying his name.



 13              There is no, never was, a J in the 



 14   Hebrew alphabet.  So the name is -- in the book 



 15   here, is continuously misspelled.  And as a Hebrew 



 16   spiritualite, it's very insulting when you misspell 



 17   the name of God.  So that's YHWH, "yah," like 



 18   Hallelujah, newBN, like new creature.  When the 



 19   spirit comes upon you, you become a new creature.  



 20   Elijah, Joshua, Joshua, all his people were called 



 21   by his name.



 22              So I thank you.  And next week I look 



 23   forward to talking -- next month I look forward to 



 24   talking to the Superintendent.  Thank you.
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  1       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you, Ms. YHWHnewBN.  



  2             The next speaker is Queen Sister.



  3       MS. SISTER:  Thank you.  You know, your Board 



  4   that make the recommendations.  



  5       MS. SWEENEY:  We can't hear you.  



  6       MS. SISTER:  Can you hear me now?  



  7       MS. SWEENEY:  Yes.



  8       MS. SISTER:  Mr. Foreman, can you hear me?  



  9       MR. FOREMAN:  Yes. 



 10       MS. SISTER:  You are a Board that makes 



 11   recommendations.  We question your recommendations 



 12   because we can't even get answers to the questions 



 13   regarding the situations of public safety that come 



 14   before this Board on a monthly basis.  



 15             I recommend that you put all the 



 16   transcripts of the public participation in these 



 17   documents so that the individuals and the citizens 



 18   who do not attend these meetings can be made aware 



 19   of what is being addressed in its entirety in this 



 20   room.  



 21             I also recommend that we are allowed to 



 22   sign up for this meeting via email instead of 



 23   playing "beat the clock" a day before.  I'm 



 24   appalled that the 27 page "Next Step to Reform" 
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  1   report is not available in the Police Board 



  2   meeting.  It's a report issued to the public by the 



  3   Superintendent of Police.



  4       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Are you referring to the 



  5   report that the Superintendent announced this year?  



  6       MS. SISTER:  Yes.  Because it's here on line 



  7   and it's covered and, you know, and in book form.



  8       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  We will make sure that 



  9   that is available.



 10       MS. SISTER:  Thank you.  And I have spoke with 



 11   the Superintendent regarding a violence prevention 



 12   program.  He had Robin Robinson and Glen call me, 



 13   and I want to say for the record I have not issued 



 14   anything because I have a board.  And when I went 



 15   before my board, there was an issue of trust there, 



 16   which you all know is a serious issue.  I think 



 17   it's an issue that we need to sit down and discuss.  



 18             And if the Superintendent is not willing 



 19   to sit down with me and look me in my face, we need 



 20   to look each other in the eye and resolve this 



 21   issue of murder.  You can cover it up and get 



 22   people with crime and violence, but it is what it 



 23   is.  It's murder.  And we have a 3-year-old shot 



 24   today.  And I just want to say for Robin Robinson 
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  1   to call me, and Glen, let me just say for the 



  2   individuals to be in the room that are addressing 



  3   the issues and not attend this meeting is 



  4   disrespectful to the people.  



  5             Peace and love.  One village.



  6       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Our next speaker is 



  7   George Blakemore.  Mr. Blakemore, are you here?  



  8             Our next speak is Kristin Noel.



  9       MS. NOEL:  Thank you, Madam President.  Good 



 10   evening, everyone.



 11       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  You're here to celebrate 



 12   in advance of the Wild Cats?



 13       MS. NOEL:  That's right.  We will see how far 



 14   we go.



 15              I wanted to address the Superintendent 



 16   backing down a little bit on his use of force.  So 



 17   I'll just put it in this record.  



 18             I believe that he should stay strong with 



 19   asking for de-escalation first.  My issue is, is 



 20   that I understand split second decisions.  I think 



 21   we all understand split second decisions.  I think 



 22   we've all been in situations where we've almost had 



 23   that accident in the car, we almost did this or we 



 24   almost did that, and the bottom line is we made the 
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  1   right decision.  



  2             And so the split second decision should 



  3   not be a decision that can be dismissed if it's 



  4   wrong.  So making the right split second decision 



  5   is what is most important.  And I think we get all 



  6   caught up in split second decision, and the wrong 



  7   one.  Okay.  



  8             Betty Jones was the wrong split second 



  9   decision.  Rekia Boyd was the wrong is split second 



 10   decision.  Ronald Johnson was the wrong split 



 11   second decision, okay.  



 12             And here is an issue I got with the 



 13   Ronald Johnson case.  There is a point where I 



 14   think in the State's Attorney's investigation that 



 15   they say that Ronald was given up and he had his 



 16   hands up in the air and he was giving up.  And you 



 17   know what the police officer did?  He put his 



 18   weapon, holstered his weapon, and then he grabbed 



 19   him by his head.  I don't -- that -- what?  Why 



 20   didn't he tell him to put his hands down, turn 



 21   around, put his hands behind his back?  Why grab 



 22   him by his head?  And now there is a surprise that 



 23   there would be a struggle.  Well, yeah, I'm going 



 24   to struggle with you, too, if you grab me by my 
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  1   head, you know.  And he had dreads, so he probably 



  2   grabbed him by his dreads.  And so here's one 



  3   situation where -- 



  4       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Your time is up.



  5       MS. NOEL:  Okay.  One situation where the split 



  6   second decision was the wrong one.



  7       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you.  



  8             Mr. Blakemore, I saw that you came in the 



  9   room.  We called your name a few moments ago, but 



 10   would you like to speak?  



 11       MR. BLAKEMORE:  Yes.  Thank you.  To the 



 12   citizens, I rushed over here and the cameras are 



 13   gone.  The crowd is gone.



 14       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Mr. Blakemore, if I can 



 15   ask you to speak a little more to the microphone.



 16       MR. BLAKEMORE:  Thank you.



 17       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you.  That's 



 18   better.



 19       MR. BLAKEMORE:  I came here and I was looking 



 20   for the media, they had gone, the crowd.  And there 



 21   was just a few of the faithful are here.  



 22             First, I would like to thank you and the 



 23   lady over in Internal Affairs.  I was -- when 



 24   they -- I went to the kangaroo court up on Belmont, 
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  1   and I have a reason for calling it a kangaroo 



  2   court.  The officers didn't show up.  However, I 



  3   have to go out to this notorious Filmore Police 



  4   Station and pick up my inventory.  So that is very 



  5   inconvenient for me.  



  6             I also made a complaint and I sought the 



  7   investigator Black.  She took the complaint, and I 



  8   said I need a copy of my complaint.  I went over 



  9   here and they said you cannot get your complaint 



 10   until your investigation is over.  



 11             Every citizen when he makes an oral or 



 12   written complaint, he or she must sign it like an 



 13   affidavit, and they must give a copy.  It must be 



 14   transparent to them.  I want a copy of my 



 15   complaint.  Because what they can do, even though I 



 16   signed this, they can do cut and paste.  Several 



 17   times I've gotten complaints back and said that's 



 18   my signature, but I didn't say that.  During the 



 19   time I made my complaint upstairs, I was supposed 



 20   to initial every sentence.  



 21             I want my complaint, and I want every 



 22   citizen of our global city to get a written 



 23   complaint, even though it's being investigated.  



 24   But the complaint is their complaint.  It's my 
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  1   complaint.  



  2             And another thing, Police Department, 



  3   please obey the law, the constitution.  When you 



  4   catch these illegal immigrants, you send them to 



  5   ICE.  You tell -- you all of you responsible for 



  6   this.  Black people need sanctuary.  I need 



  7   sanctuary.



  8       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Thank you, Mr. Blakemore.



  9       MR. BLAKEMORE:  For all that had happen to my 



 10   community, forgive me, let me break a law and I'm a 



 11   black man, I have to serve my sentence.



 12       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Mr. Blakemore, your time 



 13   is up.  Thank you.



 14       MR. BLAKEMORE:  But you don't.  So, policeman, 



 15   don't let the political system keep you from 



 16   obeying the Constitution of the United States of 



 17   America.  He or she is not legal, make sure you 



 18   arrest them and send them back from Poland, to 



 19   Budapest, to Mexico, wherever they came from.



 20       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Our last speaker is 



 21   Robert Moore.  Mr. Moore, are you here?  



 22             Mr. Blakemore, thank you.  



 23             Mr. Moore, Mr. Robert Moore, last call.  



 24   All right.  
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  1             At this time all those person who signed 



  2   up in advance to speak have been recognized.  



  3             Is there a motion to adjourn?  



  4       MR. SIMPSON:  So moved.



  5       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Second?  



  6       MS. DELGADO:  Second.



  7       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  All in favor?  



  8                      (Ayes in unison.)



  9       PRESIDENT LIGHTFOOT:  Any opposed?  The motion 



 10   passes and the meeting is adjourned.  We will see 



 11   you next month.  



 12                      (Meeting concluded at 7:57 



 13                      o'clock p.m.)



 14                      
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  1   STATE OF ILLINOIS          )



  2                              ) SS:



  3   COUNTY OF C O O K          )



  4   



  5             April T. Hansen, being first duly sworn 



  6   on oath, says that she is a court reporter doing 



  7   business in the City of Chicago, and that she 



  8   reported in shorthand the proceedings of said 



  9   meeting, and that the foregoing is a true and 



 10   correct transcript of her shorthand notes so taken 



 11   as aforesaid, and contains the excerpts of 



 12   proceedings given at said meeting.



 13             IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF:  I have hereunto 



 14   set my verified digital signature this 29th day of 



 15   March, 2017.



 16   
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 19             ____________________________________



 20             Illinois Certified Shorthand Reporter
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