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9-1-1 Surcharge would be calculated as follows: 1,102 + 24 = 46 equivalent lines x 64% =30 x
12 =360 x $5.00 = $1,800 per month.

This “equivalency” formula is also required to avoid any uniformity issue by equalizing
the application of the 9-1-1 Surcharge on SIP lines to Advanced Service Trunk line, in that the 9-
1-1 Surcharge will then be applied in a uniform manner to “equivalent” capacity SIP lines as
compared to Advanced Service trunk lines.

The Uniformity Clause of the Illinois Constitution requires that the application of a tax be
reasonable and not arbitrary. Primeco Personal Communications, L.P. v. Ill. Commerce Comm,,
196 I11. 2d 70 (2001). Therefore, any tax classification must be “based on a real and substantial
difference between those persons assessed and those who are not” and must “bear some
reasonable relationship to the object of the legislation or to public policy.” Northern lllinois
Home Builders Ass 'nv. County of DuPage, 165 111, 2d 25, 44-45 (1995). The Uniformity Clause
also applies to classifications created by the interpretation and application of a tax by a taxing
agency to a specific product, as well as under inclusive and over inclusive applications of a tax.
Federated Distributors, Inc. v. Johnson, 125 111. 2d 1 (1988). As applied to the SIP lines at issue
herein, it i belicf that uniformity requires that the DOF apply the 9-1-1 Surcharge on the
1,102 SIP lines in a manner that recognizes the different capacities of the SIP lines to the
Advanced Service trunk (multiple) lines. In other words, the failure to use such an equivalency
formula will result in a 9-1-1 Surcharge on channels using SIP lines that is 24 times the
surcharge paid for using channels in Advanced Service (multiple) lines, and thus would be a
violation of the Uniformity Clause. See, U.S.G. Iltalian Marketcaffe, L.L.C. v. City of Chicago,
332 11l. App. 3d 1008 (1* Dist. 2002).

Finally, it should be noted that prior to 2017, [Jjj vtilized Advanced Service T-1 trunk
lines for its calls to the PSTN. In 2016,— used 20 T-1 Advanced Service trunk lines to
connect its Chicago locations to the PSTN.” It paid approximately $936.00 in Chicago 9-1-1
Surcharge based on the $3.90 rate at that time. At todays $5.00 rate, the 9-1-1 Surcharge would
have been $1,200 if those same Advanced Service lines were still being used. So imposing the
equivalency formula would be close to the 9-1-1 Surcharge previously paid by [ for the
equivalent communication channel service.

. Alternatively, while believes that the appropriate and logical manner of
imposing the 9-1-1 Surcharge is to apply it to the SIP lines based on their “equivalency™ to
Advanced Service truck (multiple) lines, if that equivalency is not done, then at most the 9-1-1
Surcharge can only be applied once to each of the 1,102 SIP lines since SIP lines only allow one
(1) voice grade communication channel at a time. This alternative application of the 9-1-1
Surcharge would be in line with the literal wording of Section 3-64-030A, which requires that

2-Flso had six (6) additional T-1 lines for long distance calls only that were not subject to 9-1-1 Surcharge.
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